SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
were in any way encouraged. The Soviet newspapers
are full of important information and political dis-
cussion. The American and English newspapers are
packed with soul-destroying bunkum from beginning
to end, for the sole reason that the destruction of souls
is a highly paying and politically convenient business.
In the Soviet Union man's mind is not cluttered by the
advertising trickery of capitalist publicity. He sees
slogans and propaganda everywhere, it is true, but he
knows that the slogans are written by his thousands
of fellow-workers at the bench. They express sheer
revolutionary fervour, not the anxious craving of
somebody to sell something to him. Life is certainly
dirty and uncomfortable and fatiguing in Russk, but
there is a hard-boiled straightforwardness about it
which appeals strongly to me and to most people who,
in our comfortable West, are impressed less with the
cleverness than with the purposes of life.
It will be asked, is there not an element of naive
optimism in all this? You cannot force people to be
logical, any more than you can be sure that the
directors of Soviet industry have brains. The answer
is that Marxism is optimistic throughout. It believes,
and Soviet education inculcates into the receptive
mind of youth, that any and every evil, except the
necessity of labour, can and must be attacked by the
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